TUESDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2009

Governor Avoids Responsibility for Cutting Every Woman Counts
Instead of spending its time and energy finding ways to save the Every Woman Counts program,
Governor Schwarzenegger’s administration spins a red herring to deflect attention from his
Grinch-like cuts during the holidays.
As usual, the Administration points blame at the Legislature. In a letter to me, the Department of
Public Health (DPH) erroneously claims the Budget Conference Committee, which I chaired,
approved its proposal to reduce program eligibility and included it in the 2009-10 Budget. DPH
immediately provided its letter to media in my home town of Santa Rosa. The Department’s
letter and my response are both available here.
The problem is that letter’s claim is patently false. So, let’s set the record straight.
The Legislature specifically refused granting authority to DPH to take these actions. DPH’s
proposal to increase the age of eligibility to 50 was never adopted by the Conference Committee
and was not included in the 2009-10 Budget. Nor did DPH ever make a proposal to Conference
Committee to cut off new enrollment in the program.
During 2008, Every Woman Counts began running a deficit. Several legislators believed DPH
had mismanaged the program, so DPH decided not to pursue mid-year legislation to resolve the
deficiency. Instead, DPH submitted a request to fund the deficiency in its 2009-10 Finance Letter
submitted to the Budget Conference Committee. In the letter, DPH requested an appropriation of
$9.3 million for the mid-year deficiency, as well as legislative authority to make other changes to
the program, including increasing the age of enrollment to 50. And, again, cutting off new
enrollment as of January 1, 2010 was not mentioned.
As Chair of Conference Committee, I supported the $9.3 million in deficiency funding to keep
the program alive and placed that item on the Committee agenda. However, I did not support the
other changes requested by DPH and did not agendize or act on them. See page 77 of this
conference agenda. When DPH tried to raise these changes at the Conference Committee
hearing, they were told in no uncertain terms to find another way.
Contrary to the Schwarzenegger Administration’s claims, Conference Committee only adopted
the $9.3 million in deficiency funding. The Legislature never considered, voted on or authorized
the remaining proposals. Without legislative authorization, DPH made made these changes
anyway. The Legislature learned of the administration’s action by press release on December 2.
We held a press conference in protest.
Please, Governor Schwarzenegger, take responsibility for your administration’s actions. If you
don’t want to make these cuts, then don’t make them. But don’t try to hide behind the
Legislature which refused to authorize your actions. Early in the new year, I plan to hold a
budget committee hearing on this issue. Every woman should count in this state, regardless of
income.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2009

Back and Forth on Every Woman Counts
Check out this letter exchange that I had with the Schwarzenegger Administration about its cuts
to the Every Woman Counts program. For easier reading, please click on each image below.
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Does Every Woman Count in California?
Happy Holidays from Governor Schwarzenegger! This month, his administration announced that
the 8th largest economy in the world would start the New Year by risking the lives of thousands
of low-income women by terminating them from breast cancer screening provided by the Every
Woman Counts program.
The Assembly responded immediately, protesting these reductions with a press conference
attended by numerous breast cancer survivors and the Susan G. Komen Foundation for the Cure.
In addition, 21 of California’s Congressional representatives signed a bipartisan letter to Gov.
Schwarzenegger, pleading with him to continue the program.
Breast cancer is the most pervasive and deadly of all cancers affecting women. In California
alone, 21,700 women will have been diagnosed with breast cancer this year and more than 4,000
will have lost their battle with the disease. With such destructive power, all of our lives are
touched by this disease. My own mother-in-law died from it.
Starting January 1, the Administration will restrict access to a program that provides free
mammograms to low income women. Every Woman Counts is jointly run by the State
Department of Public Health and the Federal Center for Disease Control and Prevention’s
National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program. It provides clinical breast exams,
mammograms, pelvic exams and Pap tests to California’s women over the age of 40. More than
1.2 million California women are eligible for the program.
The governor’s new guidelines exclude women between the ages of 40 and 49 for mammograms
and the enrollment of new women into the program altogether for the remainder of this fiscal
year. When announced on December 2, no explanation was given about why this course of
action was necessary or preferred over alternatives.
Breast cancer survival rates are very high when detected early. Unfortunately, women with low
incomes who are uninsured or underinsured are more likely to be unable to afford potentially
life-saving cancer screenings, which leads to later diagnoses, larger tumors and lower survival
rates. That is why programs like Every Woman Counts are so important.
California faces unprecedented budget challenges. We’ve faced $60 billion in budget shortfalls
and we have another $20 billion more to resolve next year. But cutting this program would have
NO general fund savings because it is funded from Proposition 99 tobacco tax revenues.
This sorry episode shows a continuing failure of leadership by our governor. Instead of fighting
to protect this basic service that sustains life, the governor’s message to the women of California
is, “Sorry, you’re on your own.” He’s throwing women off the lifeboat first in 2010. Adding
insult to injury, the governor and his administration are running from ownership of this crisis
they created. See separate blog post.

