
The Effects of COVID-19 
on Transfer-Intending 
Students in California’s 
Community Colleges

November 14, 2022

Cesar Alesi Perez, Jacob Jackson, 

Marisol Cuellar Mejia, Olga Rodriguez, 

Hans Johnson, and Daniel Payares-Montoya
Supported with funding from the College Futures Foundation 
and the Sutton Family Fund



2

Enrollment declined steeply among students of 
all academic goals
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Enrollment declines were largest among non-
white first-time students
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Students of all groups continued to make 
significant progress toward transfer

0
5

10
15
20
25
30
35
40

 2015 enrollees  2016 enrollees  2017 enrollees  2018 enrollees  2019 enrollees  2020 enrollees

Asian Black Latino White

Share of first-time transfer-intending students completing a TL English and math 
course and 30 TL units in one year (%)



5

Notes on the use of these slides

These slides were created to accompany a presentation. They do 
not include full documentation of sources, data samples, methods, 
and interpretations. To avoid misinterpretations, please contact:

Cesar Alesi Perez (perez@ppic.org; 415-291-4496)

Jacob Jackson (jackson@ppic.org; 916-440-1128)

Marisol Cuellar Mejia (cuellar@ppic.org; 916-440-1135)

Olga Rodriguez (rodriguez@ppic.org; 415-291-2257)

Thank you for your interest in this work.
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